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Wednesday , June 3,  2009 (Grand Rapids, MI)--ForeWord magazine has just announced the
winners of their annual Book of the Year Awards for 2009, and among the Gold winners is
The Black Cloister: A Novel by Melanie Dobson (Kregel Publications, 978-0-8254-2443-4,
$13.99). The purpose of the awards program is to discover distinctive books across a variety
of genres.

In a press release, the magazine mentioned that the winners--including The Black
Cloister--were announced at a ceremony at Book Expo America in New York City on May 29,
2009. The press release went on to say, "Award winners in 61 categories were honored.
These books, representing the best independently published books from 2008 were selected
by a panel of librarian and bookseller judges. . . . The other 220 winners were selected by
dozens of librarians and booksellers who are experts in the subject matter of the books they
judged, and who make purchasing decisions daily for their collections or bookstores."

There were over 1,400 books entered in this year's Book of the Year Awards, and those were
narrowed to 668 finalists from 376 publishers. The winning titles were chosen based on
editorial excellence, professional production, originality of the narrative, author credentials
relative to the book, and the value the book adds to its genre.

About  The Black Cloister:

The Black Cloist er:  A Novel  (Fiction-Religious)
by Melanie Dobson (978-0-8254-2443-4)

On Elise Friedman's eighth birthday, she lost her mother
and any connection to her mysterious past. Raised by
her loving stepfather, Elise has spent years trying to
learn the truth about her mother, Catrina, and her birth
family in Germany, but still knows very little. Now a
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young woman in college, Elise is traveling to her
homeland of Germany to uncover her family's past, but
what she finds is much more harrowing than she ever
suspected.

The other finalists from Kregel Publications included:

An Irishw oman' s Tale: A Novel  (Fiction-General)
by Patti Lacy (978-0-8254-2987-3)

Mary Freeman's life has taken her a long way from a family that
didn't want her, and a long way from her Irish home, to the
Midwest United States. Now married with two teenage daughters,
Mary's loneliness and torment are as acute as ever. It takes a
crisis in her daughter's life--and the encouragement of Sally, a
plucky Southern transplant--to propel Mary back to the rocky cliffs
of her home in County Clare, Ireland.

I'm Not Crazy, But I Might  Be a Carri er:  Infect ious Inspirati on from
Comedian Charl es Marshal l (Humor)
by Charles Marshall (978-0-8254-3419-8)

Charles Marshall is a comic expert on daily living, because life is
crazy and so is he. More than a decade of experience in comedy
has given Marshall a quick wit and sharp edge, and his love of
God and people has cultured a warm heart. He's already shared
his outrageous insights with thousands through his syndicated
column Laughing Matters, as well as entertaining audiences at
hundreds of stand-up performances across the nation. Now his
versatile and vibrant humor has been collected in this new book.
Each of these hilarious sketches gracefully segues into an
encouraging and pertinent Christian message, reassuring readers
that life may be a zany ride, but God is at the controls.
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Welcome to Coll ege: A Chri st-Fol lower's Guide for the Journey
(Religion)
by Jonathan Morrow (978-0-8254-3354-2)

In this engaging guide, Jonathan Morrow encourages students to
consider and engage the issues they will face in the dorm, on
campus, and in the college classroom. Topics vary from dating
and friends, classes and homework, to avoiding the temptation to
just "check out" spiritually while in school. A great gift idea for the
soon-to-be graduate.

REVIEW COPY &  INTERVIEW REQUESTS

To arrange interviews, book signings, articles, or other media events with Melanie Dobson or
any of these authors, or to request review copies of the books, please contact Leslie
Paladino by phone (616-451-4775, x245) or e-mail (publicity@kregel.com).

ABOUT KREGEL PUBLICATIONS
Kregel Publications is a division of Kregel, Inc., which also includes Editorial Portavoz, a Spanish publishing division; and
three full-service Christian retail stores in the greater Grand Rapids, Mich., area.
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The Kregel Press Release service is designed to inform interested organizations of our recent news, information,
and events. To the best of our knowledge, it is sent only to those who have requested information.

If you do not wish to receive this e-mail service, please use the unsubscribe links in this e-mail to have your name
removed from our list. 
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